ROBESPIERRE
gone to visit the imprisoned deputies and had professed
to be horrified at the lack of consideration shown them.
"What! you are being deprived of coffee, chocolate,
syrup, fruit! Your mail is being tampered with! Speak,
dear colleagues, speak! The Committee of General
Security has sent us here to console you and to listen
to your legitimate complaints."
It is reported that Amar, who had written the report
that kept these men in prison, actually wept as he shook
the hand of every deputy in turn. He, thereupon, gave
orders that every consideration be shown the prisoners
and that their correspondence was not to be subject
to the usual inspection—the latter, obviously, so that
the deputies might inform their friends in the Conven-
tion that the Committee of General Security was their
champion against the Commune.
When Payan handed him the report of the visit,
Robespierre became convinced that peace was impos-
sible. "They only want to gain time to bring their
nefarious schemes to completion", he said in his speech
of the 8th of Thermidor. Remaining aloof from the
Committees was, however, insufficient. It did not alter
the situation, and, whether he wished it or not, France
and the world continued to regard him as the head
of the government and to hold him responsible for
its decisions. He resolved to follow his original plan
and to attack both Committees as well as the conspira-
tors in the Convention. The victory of Fleurus, by
removing the danger of foreign invasion, made it
possible to risk the attack. It likewise made it imperative
that the risk be taken, for it brought nearer the day
when the Revolutionary Government would have to
go. If the Jacobin Republic was to be placed upon an
enduring basis and the White Terror averted, there was
no time to lose.
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